| 


mgrn"Oap NTT =; 
"i BSTR A C T:- 
OF THE 
Conſultations and Debates, 
Between the 
French King 
AND HIS 


COUNCIL. 


Concerning the N E W 


Coyn and Coynage 


That is Intended to be Made in 


ENGLAND- 


Wherein is CONTAIN'®'D, 
The Political De/igns, and Great Hopes, the F rench Kin 
and -His Council! have to Ruin the ENGLISH NATIO 


in Divefting and Draining them of their New COYN as 
ſoon as Coyn'd. 
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An Abſira#t of the Conſultations and 
Debates vetwzen the French King 
and His Council, concerning the New 
Coyn 4nd Coynage that 1s intended 
to be Made in ENGLAND. 


Privately ſent by a Friend of the Confederates from the French 
Court, to his Brother at Bruſſels, &cc. 


Paris Decems. 12h, 1695. 


mma 


Dear Bother, 


| WERE ts a4 moſt Horrid Dejfign laid, which contains 
the greateſ} piece of Policy that ever was contriv'd in 
Europe, which, if it go on, and be executed, will cer- 

tamly Rain the Engliſh People before they perceive 1t ; for, if 
this De//pn takes effett, it will inevitably bring them to Diſorder 
ang Deferuttizn in a little time; and 1 caunor foreſee how the 
People of England can poſſibly ſub}15?, or preſerve their Govern- 
ment Three 1ears longer, without bein; ſubject to the Power of 
France, zf this Defign be accompliſd: And if the Englith go 
down, all the reft. of the Confederacy muff tamely ſubmit to the 
French Yoke, aud leave the French King ts Trimmph as he 
Pleaſeth, who will certainly trample upon all the Princes of Europe, 
if he be uot prevented in this Deſign ; ſo that Tou and I, with 
all the Families of our Relations, ſtall certainly be Ruined, as 
well as the reſt: Therefore 1 defire Tou, with all the Expedition 
F.# > that 
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that may be, to tranſmit this Alſtraf of the Debates and Con- 


ſultations of the French King and His Council, 5y-the Firit 
PoF# to England;axd cauſe it to be Publiſh d there, with all the 
Expedition that may be, to give the Parliament, and People of 


England, ' ſafficieut Notice thereof ;: whereby they may take ſuch 


Methods concerning their Coyn, as may prevent this Defign now 


laid by the French King, and Z7is Miniſters of State ; which 


z5 as followeth. 


French King. 
My Lords, 
J Have juſt now Received a Letter of Advice from King 
James, by which it ns, The Parliament of England 


are very Buſie about the Alteration of their Coyn 3 con- 
which, You know, We have had many Debates in 


_— | 
- Council for Three Months paſt, to try if any Preje# could 


be fram'd, or a Feafible way found, to drain the Zug/tf of 
their Money, as faſt as it ſhall be New Coyned ; for, asT have 
often told of You, if this be poffible to be done; then 1 


-doubt'not buri to'Conquer them, and the reſt of my Enemies, 


without Fighting either by Land or Sea: And in regard You 
have had ſufficient Time to conſider upon this Project, fince 
our laſt Debate of 'this Aﬀair, I-defire to hear what Methols 
You have-to propoſe, and how it may- be effefted. == g.. 


Firſt Biniſter of State. 


May it pltaſe Tour Majefty, We hive nd" many Conferences 


upon this 'SubjeR, and by the Progreſs we have made, we find 
it is praQicable, and eaſie to be done, and with a very reafon- 
able Charge to Your Majeſty ; therefore we have digeſted and 
framed the Methods and Ways of doing it, and doubt not but 
Your Majeſty will approve thereof, being fo contriv'd, _ 
. C . 1 
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if the Parliament of Ex land. paſs. a-Vote $ for Comning their 
New Boney of the ſame Weight and Fintneſs it foz- 


merly was, and paſs fo2 no moze than their Bili's 
Money did, ( viz. ) 464 Grains, 02 a C2own Piece 
of that Weight, fo2- Five Shillings, as it did of 
late; Then we can and do aſſure Your Majeſty, That if the 
Emgliſh Coyn Six Millions of New Money, we can eaſily make 
You Maſter of Five M/lions of it in Fifteen Months, —— 
accounted from that time they begin to Coyn tr. 


French King. 
Oh Heavens ! Is this poſlible > 


Second Winifler of State. 


' Your Majeſty may-aſſure Your Self, It is poſſible, and the 
moſt - eaſje to effect of all Projets that have been undertaken 
by any of Your Mz»ifters ſince the TUar began. — There 
is- nothing can ent Us from Bringing "their Money 


from Ezg/and as faſt as they Coyn it, provided this Parliament + 


paſs a Vote for Conan it of the fame Weight and Purity, 
and Order their Shillings, Þalf-C:owns and C2owns to 
paſs as they formerly did, Your Majeſty, may then rely upon 
it, if they Coyn 7ex Mzlions of fuch Money from their Clipp'd 
Money and Plate, wehave found and contriv'd infallible Ways 
and Means to bring Nine Mzlions of it away from thence in 


Two Years Time. 


French King, pointingat the Fourth Biniſter of State: 


If 'this be poſſible to be done, I'll ſpare no Coſt to effect 
it ; for ſince he firſt mentioned it, — I have often thought 


- ſome Lucky Method might be found, to do me more Service 


this way, than all my Forces can by Sea or Land, 
A2 Third 
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Third Binifter of State: _ 
*T'is very true, and Our Advice is, = That Your Majeſty 
will admit us ro Imploy te the Value of. 250000 in Boglih 
Money in ſuch Ways as we have contriv'd for the Bringing over 
of their Copy, whereby we'll engage totally ro rip and diyeſt 
them of 1t ; arid that Your Majeſty will ſparethe Value thereof 
in the Publick Charge of Your Army, and Marine Aﬀairs ; 
ſo that, by conſequence, it will Coſt You nothing, if Your 
Majeſty faves as much in othet Expences, as ſhall be laid out 
upon this : And though we may imploy to theValue of ſo much 
in Engliſh Money to effec It, fteverrhealeſs, we doubt not but to 
Return You Nine Hundred Thouſand Pounds more, belydes your 
Principal; and queſtion riot biit to make You Maſter of 
Nine Parts in Ten,. of what-ever they Coyn, an leſs than Two 
Years Time; whith being done, What A79y can they bri 
into the Field 2 or, What #/cet can they fit out to Sea > My 

not Your Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty Rentain Maſter of Both > 

Will not the Tegfoderay then be broke, and leave Your Ma- 
jeſty to Give Laws, and ro Govern Eurape > Who, or what 
tan, or ſhall refift You, when this is done? | © | 

French King. 

- As1T hid before, TN} fpare no Coft: ro effect it 3. But, Mow 

Fall ir be Rode» My tor, + never Jmew a Project of Yours - 
, PV gratifie Your Demands ® 


Fail, if Yon ah make this 
Ge N dihes #1d-own You - Service for ever. 


4 _ Fourth YViniſter of State. 0 

fn all Dutiful Submiſſion, I humbly inform Your moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, —— That we tave &itkd Forty Eight 
Correſpondents Abroad, All which are to Merchandize in the 
Places olowing for Us, upon Your Majeſty's Account. 


(wiz) 


(7. ) 
CFR) inns > 5 | 2 at Dankirk. 
2 at 5 I 2 at Oſtent, 
2 at Vene. 3 at Rotterdam. 
'2 at Leghorn, | 4 at. Amſterdam. 


2 at Genoa, | 2 at Hamboroagh. 
'2 at Alicant. | | 2 at Brechmen. 
2 at Maliga. | 4 in Norway. 
4 at Cadiz. | 4 in Denmark. 
4 at Lisbon,, | 2 at Stockbolm. 


'2 at 0 Porto, | 1 at Arch-Angel. 


$8 --. 26 


Who are to Receive fuck Goods from England, as ſhall be 
ſet from theme, by our Agents there, to cach and every of 
theſe. refpeRtive Places ; to Reraen ſich Goods back for 
England, by thefame: Ships a5 we fall diredt. | 


We have alſo taken Care +9 provide Forty Four Co 
dents in the following Places of England, which will be afl 
fix'd im thoir ſeveral Statrons before the New Copned Money 
comes forth, { vir. ) 


Two Merchants, with One Melter, at New-Caffle and 
D#rham; One Merchant, and 'a Melter, at Stockton and 
Tarm ; Four Merchants at ul] and Tork, with One Melter ; 
One Merdaazt at Bofav ; One at Tarmonh, and a Meter ; 
Txchve Acrcbex's m1 London, and Five Melters: Two Mei 


chan! s 
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chants at» Exeter, One at Topſham, One at Barnſtable-and: 
Biddiford, with One Melter ; One Merchant. at Plimouth, 
One at Truro, One at Falmouth, One for Saint Foes and Pad- 
ftow, with One Melter ; at Brifto! Three Merchants and a 
Melter: And for the In-land Towns, and Trading Counties, 
we have appointed Twenty Four other Correſpondents to 
remain there till this Buſineſs is diſpatch'd, to whom. our 
Arents in London will remit Gainneas from thence, at the Cur-. 
rant Price they go for there, let that be more or leſs ( as 
Opportunity Mrs) to every County of Rng/and, by the 
Carriers of thoſe Counties; where our Agents are to Change 
the Guinneas for New Coyr'd Money; and as each of them 
gathers up One Hundred, Two Hundred, Three Hundred, Four 
Hundred or Five Hundred' Pounds a Week, 'more or leſs, in 
every County, of the New Coys, they are toſend it by thefame 
Carriers, pack'd up in ſome of that County Goods, to their 
reſpective Correſpondents in Londoz, where it is to be Melted 
down with the reſt Colle&ed there, and thereabouts : And 
ſuch Silver as is to be pack'd up in any ſorts of Bale Goos, 
1s ordered to be Caſt into broad and thin Tvgots, and then 
beaten out 'to the Thickneſs of half an- Inch; for the Con- 
veniency of Packing ; and for what Goods are Shipp'd from- 
London, or any of the before-mentioned. Places, in Cask, the- 
ſame may be done in thicker Ingots, or Bars of Bullion; whereby 
we Propoſe, from all Places of Eng/and, one reckoned with 
another, to pick up, and. Met down, near One Hundred Thou- 
fand Pounds a Week, which is much more than. they. can. 
Coyn Weekly ; fo that it will be time enough to. begin this. 
Trade Two or Three Months after the E»g/iſ6 have begun their 
Coynage, againſt which time nothing ſhall be Wanting on Your 
Majeſty's Part; | 


French King: 


I have heard this. Diſcourſe with all the Delight that can: 
be imagin'd, and never. did more pleaſing Patience Py 
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El ad of State. 
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Your. Majeſt deperaivg's 51we- FER taken effectual 
Coretiner | A £Y Your M approve.of the Project;;and 
will be PG eg rea r their 4277s and Faithful 


c6ſt Faw hor oweyin mewn er enki in various 
Places Abroad who Ao :one'of another, nor. of our 
igns: "fo that" ;there 1 is no doubt to be.made of their Dif- 


: y V alye:” - ] - 'F. 
os re bwe Places where:they: pry to- our Agents:in 
| s have contra@ted: for-20 od gngh on 5s TR 
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VIOLINS 
All and every of them are. to havi One Third Part of hs 
Profits Nt: TEEN :En#land;- our Agents or Merchants 


T7 0s Peas 


(' 10 )) 
Pounds a Man per Awwuns, Nour Majeſty is to make it up fo 
much to all and every of them; -as well to-thofe. in Engiard, as 
ro thoſe in other Places Abepad ; for which, they are to'dehiver 
up a fair and true Account, together with the Principal 
Stock, and Your Majeſty's Proportion of the Profits, when 
demanded; and are to keep all- Secrets-we ſhall entruſt 
them with. And as it hath been already mentioned, we 
have contriv'd the Bifineſs th, rhat.nohe of our” Corre/penderts 
Abroad, nor in Eug/aud, knows ofe of angther, but only thoſe 
that are to deal directly together, and they know not the 
bottom of this Deſign ; neither ſhall the Agezts that are te be 
- concerned in the ſeveral Counties of Erg/and, know one of 
another, each' being to keep to_the- partieular Perſon he is. to 
deal with from thence to- Landon ; {o, that. we look upon-the 
Five Hundred Pounds per Annu 0 be a ſufficient Obligatior 
to oblige all Perſons ahat ſhall be concerned to Secrolie and 
Induſtry ; whereby we doubt nor but te:frip. the Exg!i/h of 
their Coyn as ſoon as 'tis well Coyned ; for which, we have 
given our Correſpoadents thei poſitive Qrders, te pack /up 
Four Hundred Pounds Worth. of Bidlion, in every; Hdudred 
Ponds Worth of other Goods they: Thall Ship from. yhence-; 
fo that by one Return of Tine #iendred and Forty Thouſand 
Pounds, we ſhall drawaway: Nine Furdred ang Sixty Thouſand 
Pounds, Five or- Six of which Draughts will cffecually.do.our 
- Buſineſs: Beſides, Your Majeſty. may conclude, That by. the 
Working $:/ver-Smiths, evd the Exporters - of. Buljzou,: there 
will be above a Mzllion.of their Coyn Melted down in Twelve 
Months Time after it comes forth. 
© Jeench King. | She: 

My Lords, If this Projodt takes effedt, you may live to! hear 
of another Revolution 3: fox. though they overwitted me in 
That, I may chance ts over-Reach them in This, eſpecially 
if they-carry on theiv Caynage fo, as toleavean Opportumity ro 
Impower me. "a | But 
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 Biit-one of my great, Fears is, That either amongſt that 
Penne er.the People, there may be ſome ſuch Thinking 
Men, whole fore-light may. lead them to conſider the "Xen 


ſtances and State.of Europe, and eſpecially the Stratagems and 
Inclinations of the Cour? Lt France, at this time ; who cannot 
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"Your Micky S. Judgment ond "ROLES in al FED js 
very great, and there is much Reaſon in what You fay; 


nevertheleſs, I am of Qpz PArion, y. Fas is not One Man in Ten 
Millions of Men can Ps of ſuc a Contrivance ; or, how- 


ever, -——— That it hould be thus laid in the Court of France ; 
for, Unleſs he knew what's done and acted. here, he mull be 
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Tl ſtrange —_ of Foriour Taller that can predict and forc-te 
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Forge 
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the Ways [and Methods 
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(T2) 
Man's Head, unleſs he was engaged withian Enemy, as" Your- 
Majeſty is; or elſe, was in-Conncel with us':: Who canimagin 
any Man ſhould have the fore-ſfight to know our Deſigns? I: 
think Your Majeſty need not queſtion this. 


- French King, | 


My next Doubt, and the greateſt of my Fears is, That the: 
Parliament of ond will not Vote, The Coynage of their: 
PBoney of the ſame Fineneſs-and Weight, and Ualue'it 
as it was before 3 becauſe they very well know it'hath been 
lately Melted down, and' therefore muſt conclude 'it' will be 
fo. ſerv'd again, eſpecially in theſe times, when all Zxrope hath 
ſuch Occaſions for Sitver :- My Reaſon is this, becauſe; in all 
Parts of Europe, except Holland, Portigal, Spain;and'Italy,——. 
It is worth 20 per Cent. more now than the Price*tlie-Zug/;/þ 
formerly Valued it at ; ſo that if they conſtder the' Aﬀairs'and 
State of Europe, they muſt needs know and underſtandithereis 
2 great Alteration, and a vaſt Difference, to what there was in: 
Times of Peace, amongſt all-Nations ; fo that how the People 
or Parl;ament ſhould be of that Opinion, and take that Methed 
in their New Coynage, ſeems to me a Doubt, they will not 
Vote it, as afore-faid. '” ' Eo tara d ane 7 

. ©. Third Ymiller. BY 
We hope there' will be no Occaſion for Your Majeſty to: 
donbt it, having taken much Care, and-uſed all rhe Endea- 
yours that, pofſibly may'be to impoſe upon Them, and ' the 
b/c of <Englayt'; "that "tisabſolutely neceſlary to Coyn their 
Jew Boney of the ſame TWeight, Ualue;and Fineneſs, 
it fozmerly Was 5 and weknew very well, by good Advice, 
before the Parlzament met, thatall, or moſt of the unthinking - 
People, were fix'd 4nd groundedin that Belief; and to.confirm 
them and their Par{iament in; that: Opinion, we have. —_ 
| VETAL 
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&veral Sorts” of Printed Papersrto: be Publiſhd, and ſpread 
amongſt. them, to: aſſert and-prove: the Necellity of it; in 
which-Papers our Agents have endeavoured toexert and prove, 


. Firſ;, The- great Loſs -they: ſuffer by the Exchange of 
- rl 5 2 ging, uk, they O0n -s maſt either Pay or 


Secondly, The Peſtrudtion and: Rin i it will WE upon their 
Trade, £ they ſhould: cither- abaſe their Com, make it 
leſs, or raiſe it in its Calue- 


Thirdly, That all F otitiners will Value it according to 
its Weight--and Finenet(s, and will make that the Meafare 


of their Trade with them, ang ' pr "A me their Cos, 


and be/Paid for them, accordingly... we 131.07 510 « 
Faurthly, That if they ſhould Raiſe the U elit; of their 


New Copn, al | Foxcign Exchange of Boney will riſe 


Mt Is Y. | 
Ft Sfebly, That * they ſhould Raiſe the the Ualie of their 

Covn, ſach an Alteration-or Change of it will Defraud the 

Nobility, Gentry, and Landlozws of their Rents. 


Sixthly, That all the Revenues of-the C20vwn, with the 
Revenues of the Church, will be Lefſened : — All their- 
Eatables and Wearables will be Dearer : — All- their 
__ "_ Dory, 7 cas D and. Sea. 3 their _— 

LS, an ages,. wit 
Gifts, an ubli KD tiem of Chari » will ; 
P Puck. Det and'a ments. of. more' js ſuch like 
penn we we have, by our . Agents, SER th preſt upon 
fect; there is ſcarce 


hem ,daſoruhy, that my 
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— _ 
have and do tnaintain theſe Inferentes in allcommon Diſcour 
' dhd have libourdextreatnly'to:perſwade their Parkament into 
the fame Opinion and Belief : All which things ſeem rational 
.cnough to rhem that take the Circumſtances of Exrope to be 
the Gi now, they werein'Times of. Jrare ; and efhecially 
tuch-a5 know nor; rior think nothing of rhe: Deſign: we.bave 
to drain them of their Boney, and how eaſily it may-be 
cone : - And, therefore, I doubt not but Your Majeſty 
will hear yery ſpeedily that' Parliament hath-Voted it. accord- 
ingly ; — and the next thing will be, to-fall-a:Copmng. _ 
7. OST . | | 
© That would be the Welcomeſt News that ever came at Pars, 
- Mart;;' or Vetſailles, fince theſe Wars began; = when 
hear ſuch a Vote is paſt in Exz/and,5 laid before; thall have 
ſome.Hopes to ſee another Revolution, and a further Con- 
queſt in EVROPE than I have yer made; for-ever fince 
this Project of Draining them of ther Bonep was firſt 
mov'd, I have always thought the Parliament of | Rugland'could 
never ſerve. Me more, nor Themſelves and the People leſs, than 
'inthis tg of the f1atue of their Copn, which, when:done, 
and Eftabliſh'd at thePricetheir Bil'd Money fozmerlywas 
at, will teave me ſufficient. roomto cut*em out New Wark. .. 
phaſe! _ -. Fourth Viniller. 2 
© Of all the Projedts Your Majeſty hath Enterpriz'd, either by 
Land or Sea, fince'the COaars began, 11 my iron, thetc 
"are none vf tm.w bevormparyd with This, for Sinking Lour 
- Epeniics Sprtdily, "-Sirtefly, and Ceoreinly. ©} - - - 


"And though Yay drain the Ware-77ouſes in-Frante, and 
., empry. every particular Province of its Goods, to buing Silver 
anal G01d m great Plenty MmroVourKihgdom, neverthdle(s,if it 


be 
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at bigh Rates, the doing thereof willimpoveriſhand Weakert, 
Vo Framic, 204'will add very; much to Strengrhen and. 
Enrich You: for when they're dweſted of their Silver, though 


. they'd give Eight Shillings an Ounce for ir, they cannot have 


it again. — And conſigering how we have order'd and con- 
triv'd the Management of this Enterprize, the moſt that ever 
Your. Majeſty! will. dishurſe to effect it, will no: exceed 
259099 Pounds. ; 1 mean fo much for a Ppincipal, or Stock 
to accomplith. Kr, And if _ w_ no pages, 6 wr 
any Profits. ta. be. made by Imploying ſo much Mozey in Im- 
nay > and Exporting. Goods S and trom England, neverthe- 
le5,” all the Sallaries Your Majeſty bath-toPay to 116 Agents, 
at 500. Pounds a Man, to-go through and effect this Deſign, 
comes but to 58000 Pounds ; of which, the Profits inwards 
and outwards.of 2.40000 Pounds, imploy d asaforefaid, cannot 
make leſs than 'one Third of the 580900 Pounds, which is 
19333 Pounds, 6. Shillings and 8 Pence : = So that Your 
Majeſty's Charges will bereduc'd to 38666 Pounds, 1 3 Shillings 
and 4 Pence, which will be all the Coſt You will bear, torally 
te drain ang. diveſt the Engli/h of their ew CopmeD Mouey, 
by.carrying an-of this Nelign:+—. Bunthen if our Helly 
Pleatekls; ta conſider, as; You, fignif'd before, the Difference 
there is1n; Fraxce, and-moft Parts. of F 6) ubpd-yp the Prices 
of $11V(r. of their Standard, at 5 Shillings and 3 Pence an 
Quace, admitting ane of their.Crowns oh en bor 5 Shillings, 
will be at leak 12 Pexce. an Qunce for the Difference; ſo thar 
the Queſtion will- be. this, I, by this. Project, in 12 Months 
time after their Maney is ew Coyned, You drain-them of 
5 Millions, What Advantage will that make Your Majeſty 
oyer-and above all Your Coſt: and Charges, allowing every 
Ounceof their Moxey.to afford. You 12 Pexce Profit ?. Anſwer; 
929075 Pounds, 4 Shilliugs and: 8. Pence clear of all Charges;. 
together with the Principal Stock returh'd again, And this You 
may conclude for infallible Truth ; — Then Pou have got 
the Commanding, Purſe, You muſt and will have the 
n %# Ry F 4 4 om = 


i; 4 = 5" Geal Ao 
hy 25h i approve "extreamily well of what hath 5M faid 
and done'in this Affair ; Thave nothing more to'fay at preſent, 


bur to recommiendit to your Care; — and ſhall daily deſire 
woof of you paſt by the Parliament of of Ele for Copn- 
_ ew 950i *of the Star þ Weight and 
4 HF Bill'd oney fozmerly h bein 
done, F have FRouÞ more to: dd; But then YO at M all 


to : 4 Fhe be o/c, of the” 
People” 2s) Parlamene Phot . He + Diik T have- great Reaſon to- 

pe Ro rhag will goyers 7 Themſetots iy this: Aﬀair, * and- take-. ſuch 
thods Valuing their N&v Coyn, *as 'to prevent all the 
Nos their Enemies have #pom them concerpivg. it, which appears, 
the foregoing Abſtract, tobe fo laid and contriv/d for the. 

| Run and Deſtruttion of the Err Pe > that-unleſs greatiCate/ 

be Taken to aniibilate-their bzrProject, wot only 1 the” 
ih, But moſt of Europe: will Be > Head Sufferers, 'Ff. not Dra- 
gd 6 the -Frencly Hr Ab. _Which: God of His -nn prevent. 
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